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PREFACE. 


WHILE  reading  the  poems  of  some  of  the  best 
English  authors  a  few  years  ago,  I  was  quite 
captivated  by  the  vivid  and  impressive  morals  con- 
tained in  some  of  them,  which  were  short  and  laconic, 
so  much  so  that,  after  reading  one  of  them,  vis.,  Long- 
fellow's "  Ladder  of  St.  Augustine,"  I  felt  very  sorry 
for  having  previously  insured  my  life  in  a  certain 
Life  Assurance  Company,  on  what  is  called  the 
Ordinary  Whole  Life  Policy  system,  and  gave  up  the 
Policy  by  refraining  from  making  further  payments, 
under  an  apprehension  that  it  would  be  sinful  on  my 
part  to  have  obtained  a  legacy  of  the  amount  of  Policy 
for  my  heirs  if  I  should  have  died  so  early  as  not 
to  enable  the  Assurance  Company  to  realize  that 
amount  by  the  date  of  my  death.  I  at  once  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  translating  them  into  the  Telugu 
language,  which  language,  though  abundantly  rich 
in  all  other  kinds  of  poetry,  sadly  lacks  such  poetic 
gems  ;  and,  accordingly,  as  I  went  on  reading  them, 
I  translated  and  published  them  among  others, 
during  the  years  1892  to  1894,  in  the  Chintamani,  a 
well  known  Telugu  monthly  magazine,  edited  by 
Mr.  Nyapaty  Subba  Rao  Pantulu,  High  Court 
Vakil,  practising  at  Rajahmundry. 

2.  These  pieces  are  all  didactic  and  "  may  be 
made  useful";  and  seeing  that  they  have  already 
been  approved  and  that  "the  more  they  are  approved, 
"the  more  likely  they  are  to  spread  and  conse- 
"  quently  the  more  likely  to  attain  the  end  of  useful* 
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ness,"  I  now  publish  them  in  this  volume,  in  addition 
to  two  pieces  subsequently  translated  by  me.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  the  book  is  such  as  should  always 
be  in  the  bauds  of  every  one,  whether  male  or  female, 
young  or  old,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  serve  as  a 
good  monitor  whenever  the  mind  happens  to  find  a 
loophole  to  go  astray  or  whenever  it  has  an  occasion 
to  brood  over  misfortunes. 

3.  I  have  named  this  book  Jnanodayam  mean- 
ing the  dawn  of  wisdom.  I  have  divided  it  into 
three  parts.  The  first  part  is  called  Paurusha  Mar- 
gam,  i.e.,  the  duties  of  man  to  his  fellow  beings  :  the 
second  part  Bhakti  Margam,  i.e.,  the  duties  of  man  to 
God  :  and  the  third  Vairagya  Mar  gam,  i.e.,  the  duties 
of  man  to  himself. 

(a)  The  first  part  consists  of  poems  treating 
of  (i)  courage  and  assiduity  in  times  of  prosperity 
as  well  as  adversity  ;  (a)  gentleness  of  expression  as 
well  as  intention  ;  (3)  kindness  and  gentleness  to- 
wards our  fellow  creatures  when  in  trouble  ;  (4)  con- 
jugal fidelity ;  (5)  the  way  to  mould  up  our  character 
by  avoiding  evil  deeds  and  evil  thoughts  ;  (6)  the 
irreparable  loss  attendant  upon  the  abuse  of  time 
be  it  a  moment,  either  by  vice  or  idleness,  and  (7) 
the  necessity  for  all  men  to  discharge  their  duties 
with  punctuality  and  on  principle,  be  they  high  or 
low,  for  the  reason  that  by  their  pursuits  they 
"  build  up  not  only  their  own  individual  destinies 
but  also  the  destinies  of  their  country  and  their 


race/1 


(6)  The  second  part  consists  of  poems  treating 
of  (i)  the  unity  of  God  as  well  as  His  sway  over  the 


IX 

whole  universe  ;  (2)  humility  and  abhorrence  of 
flattery  ;  (3)  thankfulness  to  God  ;  (4)  the  usefulness 
of  every  creature  made  by  God ;  (5)  the  evils  of  dis- 
content with  the  gifts  endowed  by  Him ;  (6)  the 
circumstance  that  by  God's  mercy  every  man  will 
be  reconciled  to  his  lot,  and  (7)  the  necessity  for  a 
universal  song  in  praise  of  God. 


(c)  The  third  part  consists  of  poems  treating 
of  (i)  the  vanity  of  human  cares  ;  (2)  human  frailty  ; 
(3)  the  existence  of  a  happier  world  where  we  enjoy 
eternal  love  and  blessings  after  death  ;  (4)  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul  ;  (5)  the  perishable  nature  of 
everything  earthly,  irrespective  of  its  beauty  and 
grandeur,  (6)  the  folly  of  lamenting  over  the  dead, 
and  (7)  the  redemption  of  time. 


4.  Subjoined  is  a  table  shewing  the  names  of 
the  pieces  herein  contained,  together  with  the  names 
of  their  originals  in  English  and  of  their  English 
authors : — 

PART  I. 


Name  of  poem.          Name  of  original  English  poem. 


Utsaluim 

JSanageetam 

JtfalliJta 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4, 
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The  Kose 

The  Doves 


Name  of  original 
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Anonymous. 
Longfellow. 
William  Cowper. 
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...    Advertisement  of  a  Lost  Day    Mrs.  Sigourney, 
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Dharmaguptam 
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